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PREFACE. 

IT is often urged as an^objectien to writings of this sorf ^ 
that as the authors are unknown, they *' shoot their arrows 
in the dark/' and therefore have a good opportunity to con- 
duct "unfairly" and '^ dishonestly ;" but how can this be 
inade- an- objection ? The press is free fbr all ; and if opin- 
ions are misrepresented, and error supported, *' the means 
of refutation will undoubtedly be abundant." But, on the 
^. other hand, there are (in the view of the writer) some sub- 
stantial reasons why the authors shoulH not be known. When- 
ever a controversy exists, more or less personal invective is 
used, especially by those who have little else to use ; and 
private character is ofleti assailed with aU the Mtterness of 
which the writer is capable ; but if the names are concealed, 
the writers must fairly meet the arguments, or give their blows 
on personal character at random! ; in which^ as to the right 
person, they will be quite as likely to miss as to hit. Of this 
fact, the Sober Appeal is a remarkable proof. It Is well 
known^ to whom the author of that work points^ as the win- 
ter of the ** Serious Call ;" and it is as well known to many 
persons, that he has greatly mistaken his man. Our busi- 
ness is not with the writers, but with their arguments. Who 
wrote it ? or who did not write it ? are mere questions of 
curiosity. The only questioa to us, is. Does the writer es- 
tablish bis point*? 
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A CANDID APPEAL, ^jc. 

♦ ♦ ♦♦♦♦ ♦ ♦♦♦♦ ♦♦ ♦♦♦ ♦♦ ♦♦♦♦ ♦ ♦I 

Sir— 

JcCELIGIOUS controversy (in my opinion) ought 
to be conducted in such a manner, as that truth will 
appear more and more conspicuous ; and error be 
more and more exposed. But if, instead of calm and 
candid reasoning, bitterness and personal abuse are 
suffered to mark the character of a discussion, little 
or no benefit can be expected to result from it.— 
These thoughts were brought to my mind, by peru- 
sing what you are pleased to call " A Sober Appeal 
to the Christian Public," purporting to be a reply 
to a late pamphlet, entitled, " A Serious Call,''*8ic. 
in which you advance some heavy charges as;ain§t the 
writer, printer, and abettors of that book, my inten-> " - 
tion is to examine these charges, and to make some 
remarks which may have a. bearing on the subject. 

In the first place, you charge the writer of the Se- 
rious Gall with having ^' designed to slander and de- 
feme the ministers and members of the Episcop*al 
Church, and to njisrepresent its doctrines.' But, 
Sir, where is your proof for this ? Does the fact, that 
it was " written by a Congregational minister, or priii- 
ted at the press of a Congregational deacon," prove 
it ? Or* is there a single sentence in the book, which 
can fairly be construed into such an intention ? Does 
the writer any where indulge in personal abuse to- 
wards the authors whom he quotes ? Does be any 
where charge them with " foul abuse, calumny and 
falsehood,'' or assert that "there is a vulgar profan- 
ity, a cold'blooded mockery, in their style and man- 
ner, which none but the worst of infidels have ever 
equalled" ! ! ! — In short, does he any where touch 
their private characters at all ? No, Sir, in the whole 
" four and twenty pages of his" book, nothing of the * 
kind has been or can be made to appear. He indeed 
proves, beyond the possibility of refutation, that, ac- 
CjfKding to the writers whom he <juotes, there is no 
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valid baptism except by an Episcopal priest, no scrip- 
tural regeneration without vaHa baptism, and of 
course no salvation for infants or adultsr out of the 
Episcopal Church. This position he ^' ably main- 
tams," and holds up the sentiments to public view ; 
and why should this cause any *' gentleman to fly in 
a passion," and call hard names, such as '' slanderer, 
calumniator and liar ?" Will this help the matter at 
all, or be taken for sound argument ? If the argu- 
ments are fallacious, prove them so; and if Bishop 
Hobart's sentiments have been misrepresented, you 
are called upon to make it appear. If this can be 
done, I will most cheerfully acknowledge myself to 
have been mistaken ; and I doubt not but the writer 
and printer will do the same, and '^ make every pro- 
per acknowledgment and reparation /' but until this 
IS done, we shall not hesitate to declare, on every 
proper occasion, that, according to him, ^^ wherever 
the Gospel is promulgated," there is no "covenan- 
ted'' possibility of salvation out of the Episcopal 
Church ; be the consequences what they may. But 
on the other hand, if tnese are the sentiments of the 
Bishop, and of "every well-informed Episcopalian," 
why not acknowledge it at once ? If they are Bible 
truths, I am deeply interested in them ; my eternal 
salvation is at stase. And although " I ardently love 
the" Presbyterian " Church, and am well convinced 
tHhit her faith, her ordinances, and her ministry, are 
truly apostolic, and that her worship and discipline 
are strictly conformable to the primitive pattern," yet, 
if they can be substantiated, I will not hesitate a mo- 
ment to rush into the bosom of the Episcopal Church. 
This is not a time to be angry. Consequences of im- 
mense importance are suspended on the decision; and 
there surely can be no reflecting person, no one who 
values his soul, that can feel uninterested. I would 
therefore call upon you again to establish one or the 
other of these positions : either that these sentiments 
do not belong to the writer? quoted in the " Serious 
Call," (Bp Hobart, Dr. How, and Mr. Rayner,) or 
that they are the truths of the living God. 
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-You also charge the writer in question, with baring 
*' designed to misrepresent the doctrines of the 
Church j" and with having "sat down to pen his 

{lampblet, with the deliberate intention of decei?ing 
lis readers, for the purpose of injuring Bishop Ho- 
bart." But is this the fact ? If it be, why have 
you not proved it f You here charge a minister of 
the Gospel with wilful slander and falsehood, without 
making a single quotation, or taking any other metli- 
od to establish the charge. And now, Sir, "what 
shall we say of that man, who cap undertake to com- 
pass such an object by such means f " - Besides, does 
not the Bishop assert, in so many words, that "Re- 
pentance, faith and obedience, will not of them- 
selves be effectual to our salvation V that " -we may 
sincerely repent of our sins ; we may heartily believe 
the Gospel; we may walk in the paths of holy obedi- 
ence ; but until we enter into covenant with God by 
baptism, and, ratifying our vows of allegiance and 
duty at the holy sacrament of the supper, commem- 
orate the mysterious sacrifice of Christ, w<e cannot 
assert any claim to salvation ?■' that, "in order to 
be effectual, to be acknowledged by God| and ac- 
companied by bis power, they (the sacraments) must 
be administered by those who have received a com- 
ni^on for the purpose from him ?" and that "none 
€an possess authority to administer the sacraments, 
but tfa^se who have received a commission >from the 
Bishops of the Church ?"* ■ Now, can language be 
more explicit ? ■ Is it not a plain, nay, is it not the on* 
ly inference which can possibly be drawn from the 
pasisages, that we may repent, believe, and obey the 
Gospel, and yet, while we remain out of the Episco- 
pal Church, (at least in a* place where there is one,) 
we cannot be saved? Well, Sir, the most "promi- 
. nent" position of the writer of the ** Serious CaFl" 
- was no more than this ; and this we think he fully 
• proves: and what reply do you make to his argu- 
' ments ? Why, " Slanders so foul and unfounded re- 
quire no form&il refutation ;"'and then proceed to vin- 
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CompaoioD for the Altar, p. 189, 100, 193 k $00, edit. ^004^. 



dicafe the private character of the Bishop ^— but 
whahas attacked his private character? or what have 
his relisious opiDions tb do with it ? The truth is, Bp. 
Hobart s private character has not been touched or 
attempted at all ; *' and it will be soon enough ta de** 
fend it, when it is disputed." But do you think, that 
merely calling these things ^' foul and unfounded slan- 
ders," will make them such ? or that '* a candid pub- 
lic" will take your bare assertions for sound reasoningf 

You also charge the printer (^'a Coqgregational 
deacon*'} with becomii^ an '^ accessary in" this 
*' scheme , of dishonesty, slander and falsehood ;" a 
falsehood " which must have caused a blush to suffuse 
his cheek, when he employed capital letters for the 
expression of it." Here, Sir, you have ventured to 
attack and abuse a man, who deservedly stands as 
high in public estimation, as yourself; and this, for 
no other reason than for exercising a right common ta 
all men, to wit, that of publishing his own sentiments^ 
in opposition to what he deems pernicious error. . 

JNfow, Sir, let us with candour and charity take a 
review of the subject. Your book is entitled '' A 
Sober Appeal to the Christian Public ;" and it is 
certainly proper to inquire how far the character of 
the work will justify the title. In the first place, you 
charge the writer in question (without having furnish* 
ed the least shadow of proof) with liaving '' violated 
every principle of moral rectitude;" with having 
^' designed to slander and defame the ministers and 
members of the Episcopal Church ; to misrepresent 
its principles and doctrinelt ^ and to ridicule and dis* 
parage its ordinances*" You call his whole work, a 
*' foul abuse, calumny and falsehood," and charge 
him with having designed to injure '' Bishop Hobart, 
both as a divine and a man," by foul and unfounded 
slanders; with being destitute of moral principle, 
4iuth and honesty; and to cap the climax, compare 
him, by an allegory, to a " thief and incendiary — aa 
assassin and a plunderer." Now, Sir, I appeal to 
ihe Christian public,— nay, I appeal to yourself, to say 
whether it can be called a sober appeal ? 



. Again ; it maj be proper to inquire whether there are 
anj inconsistencies in your work f In the first place, 
you charge the author in question, with partially quo- 
ting, or ''garbling, distorting or disjointing'* the passa- 
ges from Bishop Hobart.* But (to say nothing of the 
total want of proof for this charge) what is your own 
conduct in a similar case f Did you not profess to 
'^copy verbatim ?" And did you not, in one instance 
at least, make a partial quotation, leaving out an im- 
portant clause in the sentence ? — The instance to 
which I allude, is in the 12th page of your book> 
where you introduce a quotation from the 15th page 
of the Serious Call. I wiU just place the passage 
in the Serious Call, beside your quotation, and see 
how they will compare^ 

'^ Serious CalV^ Quotation in the Sober 

"It will be asked again, Appeal. 

what has become of infents, '* They are unques- 
who have died without being tionably lost. No doubt^ 
baptized by a minister of our hell is paved with the 
church I 1 answer, they also skulls of in/ants,"f ^e* 
are unquestionably lost. [In-- 
fants cannot be saved with*- 
€>ut regeneration. Now, Dr. 
Mant and Mr. Rayner have 
demonstrated, that without 
baptism by water, there ca& 
be no regeneration. Thejr . 
have also demonstrated, that 
baptism has no efficacy, un- 
less administered by one e- 
piscopallv ordained. Those 
infants, therefore, who have 
died without baptism thus^ 
administered, were not re« 

generated, and of course are ^ "^^ y^hxA^ of th« ta^ 
lost.] No doubt 'hellis paved l!3?n!S.?aw«^od^'^ 

..i^r « „ ^. A y %o tea in the aooTe quotattoD.. 

with the skulls of mfants,' &c. ^ 

^ It is worthy of remark, that the correctaess of the qaotationt- 
ftoim the other writers|- U not qucBtioiiedt 
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Now, Sir, what shall we say to this ? You pro- 
fess to have copied " verbatim," and yet you leaf c 
out nearly half of the passage. — Again, you severely 

-censure the writer and printer of the Serious Call, 
for withholding their names. You say, " Truth rt- 
quires no such arts ; honesty disdains this species of 
shuiHing; and indeed, a man in a mask, is always 
deemed a suspicious character.'' But, Sir, have you 
not taken the same course, and withheld your name 
from your book f And shall we say that there are 
inconsistencies in it ? or shall we take the other side 
of the dilemma ? — As to the charge of falsehood, en 
account of the writer's having assumed a feign^ 
character, I would observe, that Solomon would hardly 

i^escape from the same difficulty, if you should judge 
bim on the same principle. He says, (Ecch xi. 9,) 
" Kejoice, O young man in thy youtb, and let 'thy 
heart cheer thee in the days of thy youth, and walk 
in the ways of thine heart, and in the sight of thine 
eyes ; but know thou, that for all these things, God 
will bring thee into judgment." Now, if 1 shouki 

?[uote this passage, and leave out the lust clausei 
'^ but know, ^7) it would appear to be an exhorta- 
tion to sin : but the last clause is the key of the pas- 
sage, and fully explains the meaning of the ivriter.— 
So with respect to our author ; the first one or two 
pages might give the idea that he was an Episcopa- 
lian ; but we cannot go through his book, wkhout 
finding abundant evidence to the contrary. 

As to your remarks on the rules of our order^ respect* 
ing baptism of infants, I would ask if you ever found, 
either in the Old Testament or the New, a single in- 
stance of an infant being admitted into the Cnuroh 
by baptism, or any other mode, except one parent at 
least was previously a member ? ^ Did you ever hear 
of the Jewish priests circumcising Gentile children, 
while their parents were " aliens from the common- 
wealth of Israel, and strangers to the covenant of 
promise?" Did they not consider the Gentiles as un- 
clean, and improper subjects of C/hurch privileges, 
until they were proselyted ? And is the difference 
less between the Christian Church and the world f 



What saith the Apostle ? " The unbelieving husband 

. is sanctified by the wife, and the unbelievine wife bj 

the husband ; else were your children aocieany but 

now are they holy," I Cor. vii, 16. The Apostle 

• 4certainly could not mean to say, that the children of 
Christians were by nature better than others ; for he 
say^y (£ph. il 3,) ^' Among whom also we all had 
our conversation in time past, aiid were by nature 
children of wrath, even as others." Besides, where is 
the consistency of admittmg a person who is notori- 
ously profligate in his life, and perhaps an infidel in 
principle, to stand before the whole congregation, and 
say, ^* I do, in the name of this child, renounce the 
devil and all his works, the pomps and vanities of this 
wicked world, and all the sinful lusts of the flesh ;" 
and also to acknowledge a covenant, which he and 
eveiy one else knows he has no design to keep ? 

• Does not the Almighty say to the wicked, '*What hast 
tfabu to do with my covenant ?" and is not this a ques- 
tion which has an important bearing on the practice 
of indiscriminate baptism ? 

In speaking of the authority of ministers, you say,^ 
'^ The Congregational ministers can surely tell its, 
whether they can trace their commission to any high- 
er source than human authority." Yes, Sir, you are . 
. correct ; and *' if you should ask them where they pb- 
taioed their commission, I venture to say, that (with- 
out flying into a passion," or calling bard names,) 
" they would feel great pleasure" in referring you to 
Matt, xxviii. 18, 19. *^And Jesus came and spake un- . 
to them, saying. All power is given unto me in heaven 
and in earth : Uo ye, therefore, and teach all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghost ; and lo, I am with you alway, even unto 
the end of the world." And also to Mark xvi. 15. 
** Go ye into all the world, and preach the Gospel to 
every creature." But suppose we " try the experi- 
ment on an Episcopal Bishop," to what passage of 
i^ripture will he refer us for his commission f Not 
to those, surely, which were referred to by the Con- 
gregational ministers ; for they give no higher power 
tbaa to "preach the Gospel" and adoamister the 



